What is the Oslerian tradition?
Discussants of internal medicine often invoke but seldom define "the Oslerian tradition," which has many meanings. No definition provides clear insight into the issues now relevant to American internal medicine, primarily because, as William Osler knew, the field itself shows definitional ambivalence. The tradition might be best understood as a virtuous approach to medicine and to life as taught and modeled by Osler. If we understand his philosophy and methods, we will be better prepared to use and pass on (tradere, "to deliver") something of greater value: the ability to make wise choices that are in society's best interest.